
Keeping Your Hatchery 
Clean 



Disinfectants 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5404a2.htm 



What should I clean? 

Hands: 
 - use antimicrobial soap (Hibiclens) 
 - consider gloves with certain species 

Floors: 
 - sweep regularly, use a strong disinfectant, 
 phenol product (1-Stroke Environ) 
 - footbaths at entrance is recommended 
 
No trash receptacle in the room 
 



What should I clean? 
Counters, water reservoirs, wet bulbs, thermometers, etc.: 

 - good place for a quaternary ammonium (Roccal D-plus) 
 or chlorhexidine product (Nolvasan) 

Incubators/Hatchers: 
 - phenol product or quaternary ammonium, depending on 
 your equipment 
 - consider you equipment’s material and access to wires,     
      electronics and water reservoirs 
 - phenol products can be corrosive to wires/electronics 
 - wood is porous and difficult to rinse 
 - VENT, VENT, VENT  



Maintenance 



Maintenance 

Annual Maintenance: 

 - door seals – old equipment may have 
 products that should be replaced 

 - test equipment thermometers with  
     certified thermometers for comparison  
     (Humboldt thermometers) 

 - test backup thermostats 

 - test ether wafers 



Maintenance 

Sterilization: 

 - DZF uses Anprolene Sterilizers 

 - active ingredient is Ethylene Oxide (EtO or  EO) 

 - remove batteries & wrap separately to 
 prevent a spark/ignition of Ethylene Oxide gas 

 - Humidity is important – 35% minimum 

 - VENT, VENT, VENT 

 



Be Creative 



Egyptian plovers 

Problems: 

-  Delicate, thin shelled eggs, laid in sand 
substrate 

-  High weight loss (>15%) = late DIS, weak 
chicks, lower chance of survival 

- Difficult to candle due to egg pigmentation 
 



Egyptian plovers 

Solutions:  Copy the birds! 

-Pigmentation = Egg Buddy to monitor heart 
rate and activity 

-Saturation humidity 

-Tegaderm, white glue (Elmer’s), nail polish 

-Bury the eggs in moistened sand! 
Strong, active chicks from eggs with 10% 
weight loss 



Egyptian Plovers 


