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Emu
Dromaius novaehollandae

« Found in woodlands, grasslands and
arid shrublands in Australia.

« Feed on seeds, fruit, flowers, plants,
insects and small vertebrates.

« Nomadic; travel long distances in
search of food and water.

« Found in loose flocks, small family
groups or singly.

« Taller than cassowaries.

« Tail feathers are stiff and can be rattled
against each other to startle intruders.

« Wild emu populations are considered

stable.

SURVIVAL METER

Do you hear that?
Both emus and cassowaries communicate with low
booms instead of a typical bird song. The emus at the
Virginia Zoo are very vocal, and if you listen carefully,
you may hear them boom!

Feathers without flight

The shaggy hair-like feathers keep the birds cool
and protect their skin, but the feathers are not
shaped for flying. Emus and cassowaries also
lack flight muscles attached to a large breastbone
for support, and their wings are much too small to
lift their heavy bodies.

Instead of flying, emus and cassowaries
use their powerful legs and strong feet to
run—up to 30 miles per hour!

Daddy daycare

Female emus and cassowaries lay eggs in a simple ground
nest and then move on, leaving the males to incubate the
eggs alone for up to 60 days. During this time, the males
may lose up to a third of their body weight. Once the eggs
hatch, these doting dads teach and protect the youngsters,
who may remain with their father for over a year.

Females have no role in caring for the chicks.

Emu Egg

Can’t find a cassowary?

When research is in progress, the cassowaries may be off
exhibit. Look closely at the back fence to see the
cassowaries in their “behind-the-scenes” holding area.

Southern Cassowary
Casuarius casuarius

« Found in the rainforests of New Guinea
and northern Australia.

« Feed mostly on fruit, but will eat insects,
fungi and small vertebrates if available.

« Solitary.

« Heavier than emus.

« Zoologists are unsure of the purpose of
the casque on the cassowary’s head. It
may be used for making or sensing
sound, protection, or as an indicator of
health and status.

« Wild cassowary populations are at risk
due to habitat loss and invasive
species.

Virginia Zoo Spotlight

Svedesgrvlvalwan- breeding and raising these birds in captivity.

\

Cassowaries are not common in zoos and are difficult to breed. The
Virginia Zoo participates in a Species Survival Plan, along with other
= z00s, to study cassowary behavior and develop best practices for
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The casque is made af
a thin auter layer of
I:Elatlnou_s ma .

Inside is
foam-llke material.
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Unlike most birds, the cassowary does
not have down feathers nor do they
produce oil to maintain their feathers,
It is thought those adaptations are
unnecessary in their native tropical
climate.

Casuarius casuarius
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Three claws are at the end of each foot,
with the in ost clar
largest. They used t
the rainforest vegetatio ck
Tarward when threatened.
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