Zookeeping on a
Whole New Level

Expanding Your Horizons with AZA Animal Programs
By Jessica Meehan, Kea Red Program Leader
Denver Zoo




Introduction

» What’s a studbook?
» Why are they important?

» What are the needs?
» Why YOU?

» Choosing a Studbook
» Other ways to get involved
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Studbooks: An Overview

» Collect data from holders
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"N 15Jul 1963 Wild Caught SO ISLAND - UNK
Sex-Contraception Male -

Hybrid status Not a hybrid

Enclosure

Sire WILD at SO ISLAND

Rearing: Parent




The Importance of Studbooks/SSPs

» Knowledge of the Population T

- Numbers of males/females not enc¢* %28

» Small population sizes = Every capt
- Smaller populatlon = larger risk of

Andean Condor (Vultu gyphus)



AZA Wants and Needs List

» Vacant Studbook Positions: 43
» Vacant Avian Studbook Positions: 2 1

» Vacant PACCT TAG Studbooks: 4

- Snowy-headed Robin Chat, Speckled Mousebird, Emerald
Starling, Grosbeak Starling

» Vacant SSP Coordinator Positions:
2 of 7 are avian species




Why YOU?
Keeper Experience Provides...
» First hand experience

» Empathy for keepers
and curators

» Sympathy for the birds

» Access to fundraising cap:s

» Motivation!




Why YOU?
Program Leader Experience Provides...
» Bigger picture view

» Educating visitors

» Access to AZA resources
I
.

» Empathy for program

» Access to colleagues

» Motivation!

Figure 3. Age stnucture of the potentially breeding
kea population, showing age classes 0 to 33 (M = 38
(21.17.0). (Data current to 16 September 2011)




