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 Background from other institutions 

 Exhibit Specifics 

 Chick Rearing Issues 

 Modifications to Increase Chick 
Success 

 Results 

 Management decisions  

 Conclusion and Questions 
 



 

 Memphis Zoo  

 Window exhibit 

 Steinhart Aquarium 

  Walkthrough rainforest exhibit 

 Brookfield Zoo 

 Window exhibit 

 Walkthrough aviary 

 

 

 



• Exhibit measures 6’X6’X7’ 

• Exhibit was renovated in 2010, and again in 
December 2012 for aesthetic purposes, 
keeper access and breeding set-up 

• Nest set-up 

• Silked 

• Light Timer Cycles 

• Cleaning Routine 

 



 Inexplicable chick mortality 

 2007- early 2009: 7 deaths, no successful 

clutches 

 0.1 aggression toward 1.0? 

 1.0 feeding nesting material to chicks? 

 1.0 removed for rearing 

 Diet? 



 EAZA Husbandry Guidelines for Tanagers, 
Honeycreepers,  and Euphonias  

 Added hard-boiled egg, seed and small 
crickets 

 0.1 fed chicks almost exclusively with egg 
white 

 1.0 removed during chick rearing 

 Cleaning reduced to bare minimum 

 Window soaped during first few days of 
chicks fledging 
 
 



 July 2009-2010: 5 chicks from 2 clutches 

 

 2011: 1 failed nest; breeding break 

 

 Late 2011: 1.0 left in for rearing  

 1 chick lives to fledge but dies 

 

 1.0 Dies in late 2011, but 0.1 continues to nest/lay 

 

 



 May 2012: 2.2 Founders Imported 

 Pairing decisions 

 Genetics vs. Demography 

 1.0 introduced to existing 0.1 in July 

 4 chicks hatch from first clutch 

 1.0 left in exhibit for rearing 

 



 




