
The acclimation and captive propagation of the 
Golden White-eye (Cleptornis marchei) 
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Target Species 

Siapan Bridled White-eye (Zosterops conspicillatus)Nosa 
 
Golden White-eye (Cleptornis marchei) Canario 
 
Mariana Fruit Dove (Ptilinopus roseicapilla) Tottot 
 
White-throated Ground Dove (Gallicolumba xanthonura) Paluman 
 
Tinian Monarch (Monarcha takatsukasae) Chichirikan 
 
Rufous Fantail (Rhipidura rufifrons) Na`abak 



C.N.M.I. An Island Nation 
 

Fourteen volcanic 
islands about the size  

of Barbados or the 
Seychelles  

The island chain extends 
400 nautical miles  

1995 census recorded  
a total 

Population of 58,000. 



 Introduced Predator 

• Brown Treesnake (Boiga irregularis) 

• Native to Australia and the Solomon 
Islands 

 

Most likely introduced as a stowaway 
On a military transport during the  
Second World War  
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Golden White-eye (Cleptornis marchei) Canario 

The Golden White 
-eye Is found on  
Saipan and  
Aguigan  
 
Numbers are 
declining in the wild 
due to loss of 
habitat and 
introduced pest 
species, mainly rats 
and feral cats. 
 
Were originally 
thought to be a 
honeyeater, but 
then were 
reclassified. 





Acclimation to captivity 

• Birds brought into captivity in 2007 and 2008 

• Treated them like their Zosterops cousin, the 
Bridled white-eye. 

• Had to separate in the field holding enclosures. 

• Can be very aggressive 

• Have done well in captivity. Very pugnacious and 
busy all the time. 

• Great exhibit species. 

 



2009 

• Saw our first nests and chicks. 

• Memphis Zoo first to have nests built 

• North Carolina Zoo first to have successfully 
fledged a chick. 

• St. Louis first to handrear chicks (2010 and 
2011) and develop a diet. 

• To date 16 chicks have successfully been 
reared and are now in the breeding 
population. 
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Parent Rearing 



Diet 

• At St. Louis our white-eyes get: 

• Fruit/Veggie mix 

• Marion paradise pellets 

• Nectar (wet and dry) 

• Papaya 

• Insects 

• Fruit of the day (banana, melons, etc..) 



Hand Rearing 



Handrearing Diet 

 • Day 1-7 chicks are fed a 
1:1:1   ratio of 
papaya:insects:Pedialyte 

Fed every 1.5 hrs from 6am-
10pm 

Reduce heat by 1 degree daily 

Insects = cricket abs, white 
mealworms and phoenix 
worms 

 



Handrearing Diet 

• Day 8-13 chicks are fed 
every 2-2.5 hrs from  

     6am-10pm. 

      Reduce heat by 1 
degree until 82 F is 
reached, then maintain. 

     Introduce waxworms 
and reduce pheonix 
worms.  



Handrearing Diet  

• Day 14-16 chicks fed 
every 2-2.5 hrs from 
7:30 am-4:30 pm. 

• Move to stack cage or 
large box with perching. 

• Introduce pellets and 
then fruit/veg mix to 
diet. 

 

  



Fledging 



Post fledging 

• Chicks can be sexed by weight. 

• Females 14-17 grams 

• Males 18-21 grams 

• Young birds can then be intermingled with non-
aggressive species or housed next to another 
white-eye. 

• Banding chicks can occur around 30 days.  

• To date 16 chicks have successfully been reared 
and are now in the breeding population. 

 

 

 



Captive population 
• Currently 6 institutions in breeding consortium, 

but always looking for more…… 

• Current population 17.21.3 (41) 

• Target population 100 

• Recognized program with the PACCT Tag. In the 
future it will be managed as an AZA Red SSP. 

• Goal is to have a self sustaining captive 
population. 

 






