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International Migratory Bird Day 
1993 
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I want to share the history of International Migratory Bird Day, and Florian will do the same for WMBD, to 
explain these two programs were developed.  
 
In the early 1990s, biologists, ornithologists and others recognized the decline of some migratory bird species, 
but at that time, there was much less information about where the biggest threats existed…on breeding 
grounds in the U.S. and Canada? On wintering sites in Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America? 
Regardless of the science behind the issue, the information that was provided to the public was strong.  
 
At the same time, a group formed…Partners in Flight, which is a coalition of partners across the Western 
Hemisphere committed to bird conservation. Members of this group recognized that the greater public did not 
have sufficient knowledge about migratory birds to understand the threats they face. In 1993, the Smithsonian 
Migratory Bird Center launched International Migratory Bird Day as its keystone education program.  



1993-Smithsonian 
Migratory Bird Center 

1st event hosted in 1993 
Event the brainchild of Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center 
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Unifying Our Voices For Bird 
Conservation  
Signing Ceremony 

 

 

  





Why Connect through World Migratory Bird Day? 

• Connect people to migratory birds 

• Share messages about bird conservation 

• Engage people & communities in bird conservation 

• Motivate conservation actions 

Keep Common Birds Common 
Partners in Flight 



Why World 
Migratory Bird 

Day?? 

• What our organizers say… 

• Organizer survey: 79% said that IMBD helped 
strengthen and /or form new partnerships with 
community groups or organizations; 

• 95% say that IMBD helped create new 
opportunities to communicate with the 
public; 

• 76% say that IMBD creates a unified voice 
for bird conservation; 

 

95% of respondents say they will be hosting 
IMBD again! 



General Facts About WMBD 

 When is World Migratory Bird Day? 

 Because birds don’t migrate on a single day, you choose the date that 

works for you and the birds! 

 Who coordinates World  Migratory Bird Day in the Americas? 

 Environment for the Americas 
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One Voice for the 
Birds 

• What’s a WMBD Program or Event? 

• Use the WMBD framework 

• Integrate conservation activities into your 
programs 

• Join the Global Connection 

• Promote bird conservation on-site, with your 
partners, in the media… 



World/International 
Migratory Bird Day & 

Zoos 

• Smithsonian’s National Zoo 

• Saint Louis Zoo 

• Cincinnati Zoo 

• Oregon Zoo 

• Palm Beach Zoo 

• Brandywine Zoo 

• Virginia Zoo in Norfolk 

• Naples Zoo 

• Idaho Falls Zoo 

• Toronto Zoo 

• Sacramento Zoo 

• Woodland Park Zoo 



Saint Louis Zoo  



Oregon Zoo Virginia Zoo 



AZA & WMBD Share: 
A Conservation Focus 
 
Philadelphia Zoo 

Philadelphia Zoo 



AZA & WMBD 
Share: 

Conservation 
Education 
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2018 World 
Migratory 
Bird Day 
Poster 

STOPOVER SITES: Helping Birds Along the Way 



Everything in Spanish  

STOPOVER SITES: Helping Birds Along the Way 
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STOPOVER SITES: Helping Birds Along the Way 

Conservation Action of the Day 
migratorybirdday.org 





WMBD 
Resources 

migratorybirdday.org/resources/ 



World Migratory Bird Day 2018 
Catalog of materials Bird Day Poster 

Environmentamericas.org/shop 



Register Your Event  
worldmigratorybirdday.org/register-your-event 



Upcoming 
Webinars 

• Wednesday, March 28th - Promoting your event 

 

• Wednesday April 4th - Fun activities for your event 

 

• Wednesday, April 11th-Engaging the community 

 

 



 

1)Keep it simple 
2)Engage your community for help and 

support 
3)Plan your WMBD when it works best 

for you, your staff, and the birds 
 

3 Quick Tips from 17 Years of Experience 
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EFTA_BirdDay 
 

EFTA_BirdDay 
 

 

Environment for the Americas 
 

Keep in Touch 

info@environmentamericas.org 

303.499.1950 



Title Sponsors Program Sponsors 

Regional Partners 

Partners 

THANKS to our World Migratory Bird Day Sponsors 



Corners Limited 

is the proud sponsor of the  

2018 ASAG Workshops 


