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What we do 

Advocate for native songbirds 
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Vision 
The North American Songbird 
Working Group is a recognized 

leader in the conservation of North 
American songbirds 

  
 
 

Mission 
To raise awareness of issues facing 
North American songbirds and to 

promote their conservation within 
AZA facilities 
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Chimney swift, loggerhead shrike, horned lark, bank swallow, verdin, 
varied thrush, snow bunting, Cape May warbler, blackpoll warbler, 
Wilson’s warbler, field sparrow, lark bunting, grasshopper sparrow, 
eastern meadowlark, rusty blackbird, Brewer’s blackbird, common 

grackle, pine siskin 





How we advocate 

• Animal Keepers Forum 

• AZA network (aka aig 
listserve) 

• AZA Connect 

• Annual Newsletter 

• AZA conferences 

• ASAG website 
(www.aviansag.org) 
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Issues/Causes that are important to us 

• Cats 

• Glass strike prevention 

• Lights Out 

• WMBD 

• Developing husbandry 

• Increasing awareness of 
native songbirds 
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Issues/Causes that are important to us 

• C2S2 songbird initiative 

• Motus stations 

• Welfare of rehab 
songbirds  

• Education  

• Native songbird 
trafficking 

• Emerging health issues 
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Who we are 

Core Team 
• Sara Hallager  Smithsonian National Zoological Park (Co-Chair)  

   (Husbandry Champion) 
• Nikki Smith  Columbus Zoo and Aquarium (Co-Chair) (Husbandry  

   Champion) 
• Anne Tieber  Saint Louis Zoo (World Migratory Bird Day   

   Champion) 
• Shane Good  Akron Zoo (Glass Strike Prevention Champion; Lights out 

   Champion) 
• Jason Fischer  Disney's Animal Kingdom (Research Advisor) 
• Tom Schneider Detroit Zoological Society (Urban Bird Treaty Champion) 
• Bonnie Van Dam Detroit Zoological Society (Glass Strike Prevention  

   Champion) 
• Lindsay Jacks  Lights out Baltimore (Glass Strike Prevention Champion) 

 



Advisors 
Danielle Ross Columbus Zoo and Aquarium; The Wilds (Education Advisor) 
Matt Igleski Lincoln Park Zoo (Education Advisor) 
Rhana Paris NC Aquarium on Roanoke Island (Education Advisor)                        
Kelly Vineyard Columbus Zoo and Aquarium (Husbandry Advisor) 
Joe Smith  Ft Wayne’s Children's Zoo (Veterinary Advisor) 
Kim Cook  Akron Zoo (Veterinary Advisor) 
Eric Peterson Utah’s Hogle Zoo (Photographer) 
Mike Kreger Columbus Zoo and Aquarium; The Wilds (Conservation Advisor) 
Jo Anna Lutmerding USFWS (Permit Advisor) 
Grant Sizemore  American Bird Conservancy (Cat Advisor) 
Chris Sheppard    American Bird Conservancy (Glass Collisions Advisor) 
Kirby Pitchford Birmingham Zoo (Newsletter Editor & Keeper Rep) 
  

Who we are 



Thank you! 


