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Denver Zoo’s Mixed Species Aviaries  

• Bird World  

• Built 1976 

• 5 mixed species 

and several single 

species exhibits 

• Non-avian species 

 

 

 
 



Denver Zoo’s Mixed Species Aviaries – what 
makes them great 

• Tend to be larger and more 

complex 

• Enriching to both birds and 

guests 

• Increased breeding success 

with some species 

 

 
 



Denver Zoo’s Mixed Species Aviaries – 
challenges 

• What happened to 

those eggs? 

• Whose messing with 

their nest? 

• How am I going to 

medicate that bird? 

• Why are those two 

birds fighting? 

 

 
 



Denver Zoo’s Mixed Species Aviaries – 
training is so important 

• Support a behavioral 

training program 

• Passive weights can 

be a health indicator 

• Passive weights 

improve welfare for 

all birds in the aviary 

• Getting creative 
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Denver Zoo’s Mixed Species Aviaries – 
what’s your focus 
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Denver Zoo’s Mixed Species Aviaries – can 
I put a catch cage there? 

• Old building; not a 

lot of thought into 

trapping or training 

• Large space 

encourages nesting 

• Danger to fledglings 

• Getting creative with 

catch and fledgling 

cages 

• Great for passively 

catching  

• Vital to success 

 

 
 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Denver Zoo’s Mixed-Species Aviaries 



• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Thank you! 
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