2023 Plume Awards
Avian Scientific Advisory Group (ASAG)

Purpose: 


ASAG has created an award program to identify and reward significant achievements in Avian Husbandry in the Captive Animal Field.   The recipients of these awards are leaders in our field and committed to furthering avian conservation. 

· Plume #1:  Long-term Propagation Program

· This award recognizes excellence in husbandry and future management of a species or group of similar species

· Must include scope of propagation program and staff 

· May include in-situ work, reintroduction aspects, etc, if pertinent

· Must include longevity of program, participants, and future plans

· Must include reasons why this program is worthy of this award

· Plume #2:  Noteworthy Achievement in Avian Husbandry

· This award recognizes excellence in one facet of husbandry such as strong dedication to breeding/husbandry efforts, reintroduction programs, breeding consortiums, the reproduction of a difficult species, taking a leading role in population sustainability, first-time breeding, etc.

· Must include details of the achievement and participating staff 

· Must include future directions for the program

· Must include reasons why this program is worthy of this award

· Plume #3: Significant Institutional Contribution to Zoo Aviculture

· This award recognizes an institution’s exceptional achievement in zoo aviculture and may be awarded only periodically.

· Must include details of the achievement 

· Must include future directions 

· Must include reasons why this individual/institution is worthy of this award

· PLUME #4: Noteworthy Achievement for an Avian In-Situ Program

· This award recognizes an individual’s or institution’s new and/or innovative achievement in an avian in-situ program and may be awarded only periodically.

· Must include details of the in-situ program 

· May include future directions 

· Must include reasons why this individual/institution is worthy of this award

· PLUME #5:  Individual Exceptional Contribution to Captive Avian Husbandry
o    This award recognizes an individual’s prestigious life-long and/or remarkable body of work in zoo aviculture

o    Must include details of the contribution and commitment to this field

o    Must include illustrative, valid reasons why this individual has earned the honor of this award 
· This award may be awarded only periodically.

Criteria: 


Award applicants must be paid employees of an AZA accredited institution (or current AZA member in good standing), working in a position that involves the care and management of captive birds.  Applicants may apply as a multiple-facility entity for any award for collaborative efforts such as a breeding consortium.  Each Plume Award candidate will be judged on their program’s content, proactive focus, and level of professionalism.

Submission Deadline:


 November 1, 2023
Application and Review: 


Applicants must submit a completed application form by the submission deadline.  The ASAG Plume Award Committee will review the candidates for each award.  The committee will consist of one member from the ASAG Steering Committee and four ASAG institutional representatives that will be appointed to the ASAG Steering Committee.  Applicants will be notified of the final awards at the ASAG General Membership meeting held at the AZA Mid-Year conference.  The Plume Award Committee will have a rotating term of office decided by the ASAG Chair.
 Send Applications To: 

Smithsonian’s National Zoo
Animal Programs, MRC 5507

3001 Connecticut Ave, NW

Washington, DC 20013

Attn: Steve Sarro, Supervisory Biologist
sarros@si.edu
202 633-3242 office, 202 633-8727 fax

Plume Award #1
AZA AVIAN SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUP

Long-term Propagation Program 

Application Form

Applicant Name 













Institution Name 






Position Title 






Are You a Member of AZA? 





AZA Member ID# 


______
Mailing Address













Phone 




E-mail Address 









Program Title:  











______
Participating Staff:  
          __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________










________________________          Describe the scope of program:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the unique medical challenges, in-situ work, reintroduction aspects, etc of this submission:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
         ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the lifespan of program, participants, and future plans of this submission:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe why this submission is worthy of this award:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Plume Award #2
AZA AVIAN SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUP

Noteworthy Achievement in Avian Husbandry 

Application Form

Applicant Name 













Institution Name 






Position Title 






Are You a Member of AZA? 





AZA Member ID# 

_____
Mailing Address













Phone 





E-mail Address 






Program Title:  













Participating Staff:

          __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
          

Describe the details of the achievement:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Future directions for the program:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe why this submission is worthy of this award:




____________________









________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Plume Award #3
AZA AVIAN SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUP

Significant Contribution to Zoo Aviculture
Application Form

Submitter’s Name 














Institution Name 






Position Title 






Mailing Address













Phone 





E-mail Address 








Candidate’s Name/Institution (if different than above) ______________________________________________________
Is Candidate a Member of AZA? 



Candidate’s Institution_____

____________
Noteworthy Project or Program Title:  __








______
Describe the details of the project, plan or achievement:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Future directions for the program:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe why this candidate/institution is worthy of this award:




____________________









________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Plume Award #4

AZA AVIAN SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUP

Noteworthy Achievement for an Avian In-Situ Program
Application Form

Submitter’s Name 














Institution Name 






Position Title 






Mailing Address













Phone 





E-mail Address 








Candidate’s Name/Institution (if different than above) ______________________________________________________
Is Candidate a Member of AZA? 


    Candidate’s Institution_____

____________
Noteworthy In-Situ Program Title:  __








______
Describe the details of the program: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Future directions for the program:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe why this candidate/institution is worthy of this in-situ program award:




____________________









______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Plume Award #5
AZA AVIAN SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY GROUP

Lifetime and/or Exceptional Contribution

to Captive Avian Husbandry

Application Form

Submitter’s Name 














Institution Name 






Position Title 






Mailing Address













Phone 





E-mail Address 








Candidate’s Name/Institution (if different than above) ______________________________________________________
Is Nominee a Member of AZA? 



Nominee’s Institution_____

____________
Nominee:  __








______
Describe why this nominee is worthy of this lifetime and/or exceptional contribution to captive avian husbandry achievement award:




____________________









__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

