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Standards for Birds Not Bred 
for Use in Research Under the 

Animal Welfare Act 



Timeline

Already licensed with 
USDA

August

21

2023

February

21
Not already licensed with 

USDA

2024



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalwelfare/new‐bird‐rule/awa‐standards‐for‐birds



Exhibitor License Thresholds

• Exhibiting more than 
8 pet animals (including 
pet birds)

• Exhibiting more than 
4 raptors 

• Exhibiting any non‐pet 
birds (or more than 
4 raptors)



Welfare Standards for Birds §3.150‐3.168

§3.151‐3.152 
Housing Facilities 

(indoor and 
outdoor)

§3.153
Primary Enclosures

§3.154 
Environmental 

Enhancement Plan

§3.155‐3.157
Feeding, Watering, 
and Water Quality

§3.158
Cleaning and 
Sanitation

§3.159 
Employees

§3.160
Compatibility and 

Separation

§3.161‐3.168
Transportation

§3.150 
Facilities (general)

§3.151‐3.152 
Housing Facilities 

(indoor and 
outdoor)

§3.153
Primary Enclosures

§3.154 
Environmental 

Enhancement Plan

§3.155‐3.157
Feeding, Watering, 
and Water Quality

§3.158
Cleaning and 
Sanitation

§3.159 
Employees

§3.160
Compatibility and 

Separation

§3.161‐3.168
Transportation

§3.150 
Facilities (general)



Additional Standards

§2.40
Veterinary Care 

for Birds

§2.50(e) 
ID Requirements 

§2.75(b)(1)
Records 

§2.134 
Contingency 
Planning

§2.40
Veterinary Care 

for Birds

§2.50(e) 
ID Requirements 

§2.75(b)(1)
Records 

§2.134 
Contingency 
Planning



Questions?

2150 Centre Ave
Building B, Mailstop 3W11  
Fort Collins, CO 80526 

(970) 494‐7478 animalcare@usda.gov

www.aphis.usda.gov/animalwelfare


